Honorable Debra Bowen
California Secretary of State
1500 11th Street
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Secretary Bowen:
On behalf of the undersigned organizations, we write to request that your office make a simple change that
would save costs for the Secretary of State’s office while greatly increasing data transparency in the State of
California and public accessibility to important campaign finance and lobbying information.
Currently, your office provides a valuable service of creating CD-ROM copies of the Cal-Access campaign
finance and lobbying database upon request. The public availability of this data is of vital importance to the
health of California’s democracy, as it is critical to the maintenance of an informed electorate.
However, under the current system, there is a significant delay between when requests for copies of the
database are made and when they are received, due to the fact that a physical copy must be sent by mail.
In light of this situation, we propose that, on a daily basis, the Secretary of State’s office upload a copy of the
Cal-Access database to a publicly accessible website where data can be downloaded as a single file by members
of the public and the media.
This change would vastly improve the public accessibility of valuable civic information, reaffirming
California’s role as a leader in open government, and showing your commitment to shining a light on money in
politics. Moreover, it would save precious state funds, as your office would no longer have to support the staff
necessary to process public records requests for copies of the database. Lastly, making this information
available online on a daily basis would ensure voters, private organizations, and members of the media would
have the state’s most recent data to use for independent analysis as well as spur online development and
innovation.
In contrast to the proposals calling for a major overhaul of the Cal-Access database, which your office has noted
would be expensive to undertake, the aforementioned change is a simple solution using modern day technology
to drastically increase government transparency in California with potential cost savings to the state.
We hope that you will act on this proposal. If you have any questions, or would like to discuss it further, please
do not hesitate to contact us.
We look forward to hearing from you,
Daniel Newman, President

Kathay Feng, Executive Director

MapLight
2223 Shattuck Avenue
Berkeley, CA 94704

California Common Cause
1005 12th St # C
Sacramento, CA 95814

Senator Leland Yee

